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The Word

Gordon Crook, Pastor
Grace Assembly, Wichita, Kansas

“The law of the LORD is perfect, converting
the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple. The statutes of the
LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD
is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of
the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, yea,
than much fine gold: sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb. “ Psalm 19:7-10

I don’t think there is anything more important for the
child of God than understanding the importance of God’s
Word. It is not just another book, nor is it some kind of
science or history or social studies manual, even though
it contains elements of those things. The main purpose
of the Scriptures is to bring us into a closer relationship
with God.

The Old Testament may seem like just a bunch of stories
or some history, but God uses those books to speak to
us about His plan for man’s redemption, and about His
character. Our faith and trust in God are increased as we
take time to study God’s Word. “So then faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
Romans 10:17.
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The 19th Psalm gives us some thoughts about the
Scriptures and the effect of them on our lives. I think that
verse 10 gives us the important conclusion. The value of
God’s Word is beyond mere worldly wealth and sweeter
than honey. This should grab our attention. If I told you
that I have something that can increase your bank
account by three times, it would probably grab your
attention.

While I realize that we need money in this world, and we
make use of worldly things for our survival here, there
is something mush more important that we should seek
after. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.” Matthew 6:33. Spiritual wealth
(accumulated in heaven) is far more important. Life is
short, but eternity is very long.

Let’s notice some of the characteristics of the Scriptures.

1. Perfect – God’s Word is perfect (complete).
Everything we need from God will be found in His Word.
I want to mention here that the Bible does not answer
every single detail you can think of. It would be
enormous. However, it does contain the information we
need to address every single detail. God gives us
principles to guide us. More importantly, everything that
you need to know to turn you towards God is there. The
entire purpose of God’s Word is to turn us to Jesus.

2. Sure – This speaks to us about support. A little
like a foundation. It is a moral, spiritual foundation that
is steady. This will make us wise. “And that from a
child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation
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through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 2 Timothy
3:15.  Not the wisdom of the world. This wisdom is
spiritual wisdom which supersedes the wisdom of the
world.

3. Right – “Straight” which means that they are
correct and proper, and this rejoices our heart. Why?
Because that which is straight is constant and easy to see
and follow. More and more I have come to realize the
simplicity of God’s Word and how important that is. The
world’s philosophy and guidance is all over the place.
“Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning
all things to be right; and I hate every false way.”
Psalm 119:128. Knowing what God says is what
matters most. God is the One who will judge all things,
so what man thinks is irrelevant.

4. Pure – This refers to something that is clean or
not adulterated. I also can refer to something that
cleanses. Both of these meanings are perfectly applied to
God’s Word. We can be certain that it is not adulterated
with the philosophies and ideas of the world. We can also
be assured that it will cleanse us if we lay hold of it.
“That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word,” Ephesians 5:26.
“As newborn babes, desire the sincere (pure,
unadulterated) milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby:” 1Peter 2:2.

“Enlightening the eyes” refers to the ability to give us
wisdom and discernment. Through God’s Word, we can
clearly see the way ahead of us. We can clearly see the
stumbling blocks of the world. We gain discernment in
all issues of our life.
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5. “The fear of the LORD is clean” – This phrase
does not directly refer to the Scriptures, but reminds us
that this is the beginning of wisdom which is what we
just read above. This word “clean” speaks of ceremonial
cleanness. The “Fear of the Lord” refers to a true
understanding of Who God is, and the reverence that
comes from that. The fear of the Lord is not just some
words from our mouth. It is demonstrated in our actions.
It brings about a change that is eternal. We will for
eternity worship God in absolute reverence.

6. True and righteous – “true” is about
correctness, or trustworthiness. God has proven His
Word to be trustworthy. Everything He has promised, He
has done. We can also ascertain that His Word is correct.
When comparing our lives to what we find in the Bible,
we realize that it is certainly correct. “As for God, his
way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he
is a buckler to all those that trust in him.” Psalm
18:30. “So shall I have wherewith to answer him
that reproacheth me: for I trust in thy word.”
Psalm 119:42.

God’s Word is all of these things and more. It is of
utmost value to those that know. If we are going to have
a personal relationship with Jesus, we must spend time
studying God’s Word. “Search the scriptures; for in
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me.” John 5:39. Jesus makes
it very clear that we will find Him in the Scriptures. If we
are trying to find something else there, we are looking
for the wrong thing.

I pray that you find the sweetness of honey when you
get into God’s Word.
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Trust in the Lord

Vicky Moots Pastor
Kingman, Kansas

The word “trust” occurs 152 times in the Old Testament.
The New Testament equivalent of “trust” is “faith.” The
different Hebrew words which have been translated as
“trust” have four basic meanings: 1) “to lean on,” 2) “to
take refuge,” 3) “to roll on” or “to roll oneself upon,” and
4) “to stay upon.”

It is interesting to note that the center verse of the whole
Bible is written about “trust.” That verse is Ps. 118:8: “It
is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in
man.” The meaning of “trust” in this verse is “to lean on.”
The basic idea of this word is “firmness and solidity.” In
other words, it refers to something that is solid enough
to lean on.

Another verse which expresses the idea of “leaning” is
Prov. 3:5: “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding.” We must lean
on the Lord and not ourselves.

Now I would like to use an example from the physical
body to illustrate the meaning of this verse more clearly.
If a person falls and suffers a broken hip, then they must
undergo physical therapy after surgery to learn how to
walk again. They will require the use of a walker to lean
on to help support their weight on the injured leg and
to help maintain their balance in order to keep from
falling. The walker must be sturdy, and the person must
be instructed in how to use it properly. In addition, the
person must trust that the walker will support them.
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However, some patients never learn to walk again after
a broken hip because they are fearful that they will fall
again. They are afraid to put their full trust in the walker.
As a result, they are hindered in their ability to walk.
Likewise, our Christian walk is hindered if we have a lack
of trust.

Learning to lean on a walker with all of your weight is
like learning to lean on the Lord with all of your heart.
We must realize that spiritually, we have no strength of
our own or ability to walk without leaning upon Him. We
cannot lean on our own understanding. It will not hold
us up. If we are not trusting the Lord completely, then
we will always have fear of falling.

Notice that the verse in Prov. 3:5 instructs us to trust the
Lord with all of our heart, not just a part, not just half-
heartedly. We are to first acknowledge our weakness and
our need for God’s strength, and then we must lean fully
upon Him. We cannot be victorious in our Christian walk
or in our trials if we do not lean upon the Lord and trust
him completely. If we put our trust in ourselves instead
of the Lord, we will fall.

Today, if you are currently going through a time of
weakness, a time of testing, a wilderness experience, and
find that all of your strength is gone, then I encourage
you to lean upon your Beloved, as the Shulamite did in
S.O.S. 8:5: “Who is this that cometh up from the
wilderness leaning upon her Beloved…” Who is this
Shulamite? She is the picture of the Bride of Christ.

The bride recognizes her need for the strength of her
Beloved and leans upon him, not just in times of testing,
but in her everyday experiences. She trusts Him with all
of her heart and knows that she can safely lean upon
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Him. But she also leans upon Him simply because of her
love for Him, even as John leaned upon Jesus breast.

In Ruth 2:12 we find the second meaning of the word
“trust,” which is “to take refuge.” These are the words of
Boaz, to Ruth: “The Lord recompense thy work, and a
full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under
whose wings thou art come to trust.” Ruth’s testimony
was that she trusted in the Lord and took refuge in Him,
under His wings.

We, too, can be safely sheltered under His wings when
we take refuge in the Lord and trust Him completely, as
is declared by the psalmist in Ps. 91:2,4: “I will say of
the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God;
in him will I trust” ... “He shall cover thee with his
feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust...”

The third meaning of the word “trust” in the Hebrew is
found in Ps. 2:2. This psalm is a Messianic psalm
regarding the crucifixion of Christ. Verse 8 states, “He
has trusted in the LORD that he would deliver him: let
him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.” The word
“trust” in this verse means to “roll upon the Lord.” This
is exactly what Jesus did on the cross. He committed His
Spirit into God’s hands. He rolled everything over upon
His Father, and became obedient unto the death of the
cross, and God raised Him up in victory over the grave.
The Lord will also deliver us from our trials when we
trust Him enough to roll our problems over onto His
shoulder and leave them there.

The last meaning of the word “trust” is found in Job
13:15, where it means “to be patient, to hope, to stay
upon.” Job was enduring a severe physical and emotional
trial, and seemingly had no one to turn to, for his wife
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and friends had turned their backs on him. However, Job
knew that, in spite of his circumstances, he could put his
trust in the Lord. In this verse Job proclaims, “Though
he [God] slay me, yet will I trust him...” Job’s hope and
trust in the Lord extended even beyond the grave, and
so he knew that he could safely depend on Him to take
care of him. He trusted God in spite of his suffering. His
faith and trust in the Lord were steadfast. God’s grace
was sufficient for Job and for Paul and will also be
sufficient for us when we put our trust in Him.

      
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AN OBEDIENT LIFE

We can stand and move
  when we want to go.
But to just stand still,
   and take it slow –

Takes faith and trust
   in God’s own plan.
He’s in control,
   it’s in His Hand.

But standing up
   when He says “Move,”
Is just as hard,
   For you then prove –

That you are willing
   to give your all,
To hear His voice,
   to heed His call.

And then to stand
   and wait to see,
His mighty Arm,
   and let things be –

Shows grace and strength
   drawn from His Word.
An obedient life,
   a heart assured.

Debbie Isenbletter
Springfield, Missouri
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Ephesians

Pastor Gordon Crook

“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will
of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus,
and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:
Grace be to you, and peace, from God our
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Ephesians 1:1-2

As mentioned in the intro article, Paul begins this letter
with his credentials and a greeting of grace and peace.
The overall message that God gives us through Paul’s
writing is one of grace and peace, brought to us through
Jesus Christ. In order to keep us grounded, we must first
know for certain that everything is from God by His
grace.

Read Ephesians 1:3-6.

God deserves blessing from us for who He is and for
what He has done. When we use the word “blessed” or
“blessing” we think primarily of God giving us
something. However, the Greek word used here is
“euloge¯tos”, and refers to speaking praise about
someone. We definitely need to praise God for the things
that Paul is mentioning in these verses.

Notice these:
• He hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ
• He hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world
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• that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love
• Having predestinated us unto the adoption
of children by Jesus Christ
• He hath made us accepted in the
beloved.

We will continue to notice more of what God has done
for us as we go through this letter. Often times, it seems
that Christians want to find the things that God demands
of us so we can create a religion. Paul wants us to know
the things that God has done for us and provided for us,
as these are necessary before we can even think about
something we might do for God.

Jesus did not come to create a religion. He did not come
to put demands on humanity. He came to offer us
something that religion and self effort would never avail.
We need to understand these things, and Paul intends to
open them up for us. We do well to ask the Holy Spirit
that “The eyes of your understanding being
enlightened.”

Consider that we “have been” blessed with “all”
spiritual blessings in Christ. First, there is no mention of
natural blessings or wealth here. God is far more
concerned with our spiritual condition than our natural
condition, because the spiritual condition has eternal
implications while the natural condition is temporary. The
statement is about something that is already done. And
it is about something that is very complete. Jesus died
once for all, to make provision for all we need. All
spiritual blessings are provided for us already.
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We need to understand the concept of being “chosen in
Him before the foundation of the world.” It refers
to the fact that God had always intended to bring us to
Himself through Jesus. It was always God’s plan to bring
human beings into fellowship with Himself through the
sacrifice of Jesus. This is God’s choice, and we are
blessed to be able to lay hold of this invitation.

I know there are some that will say that God chooses
certain ones to be saved and others not. I cannot
reconcile this teaching with the rest of scripture where
God is clear that whosoever will may call upon the name
of the Lord. I do understand that God knew those that
would call upon His name, but His foreknowledge does
not mean He chose some to salvation and some to
perdition.

God’s choice of Jesus’ sacrifice to brings us into
fellowship with Himself was more than just a symbol of
some kind. It allows us to stand before Him “holy and
without blame.” We certainly could never achieve this
standing by our own effort. It is not a standing that
depends on our ability to keep some rules or do
something special. It is freely provided to us by God’s
grace.

When Nicodemus came to talk to Jesus, he was told that
he must be born again. Jesus talks about a new birth that
brings us into God’s family. “Having predestinated us
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ.” The
word adoption used here in the English translation is not
referring to adoption as we understand it. We are not just
brought into God’s family, we are born again into His
family by spiritual birth. God doesn’t just drag the old
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creation into His family, he brings us in as a new creation
in Christ Jesus.

All of this is according to the good pleasure of His will.
God did all of this of His own accord, and for His own
pleasure. Consider for a minute that bringing you into
His family brings pleasure to God. So much so that He
was willing to sacrifice His only begotten Son to do so.
In all of this first chapter of Ephesians, I want you to
notice how often Paul mentions “He,” “Who” and
reminds us that God did all of this of His own volition
which means that all praise goes to Him.

God did not owe us anything. We were the rebellious
creation that turned against God to satisfy our own
desires and will. We were God’s enemies Romans 5:8-
10. We were not acceptable. We could not have
fellowship with God or ever expect to enter into His
presence. Even in that condition, God provided His Son
to reconcile us. He made us “accepted in the
Beloved.” We know who the Beloved is. God clearly tells
us on the mount of transfiguration in Matthew 17 that
Jesus is His beloved Son.

“Accepted” means that we now have access to His
presence. Hebrews 10:19, Romans 5:2. I am not sure
if we really understand the privilege this brings to us. In
this world, people consider it a privilege to have access
to the President or to some important person or
entertainer. We have access to the Almighty, Eternal,
Holy God. I hope you understand the immensity of this
privilege and do not take it for granted.

Continued
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DISAPPOINTMENT – HIS APPOINTMENT
“He performeth the thing that is appointed for me” Job 23:14.

“Disappointment – His appointment,”
  Change one letter, then I see
That the thwarting of my purpose
  Is God’s better choice for me.
His appointment must be blessing,
  Tho’ it may come in disguise,
For the end from the beginning
  Open to His wisdom lies.

“Disappointment – His appointment,”
  Whose? The Lord, who loves me best,
Understands and knows me fully,
  Who my faith and love would test;
For, like loving earthly parents,
  He rejoices when He knows
That His child accepts, UNQUESTIONED,
  All that from His wisdom flows.

Disappointment – His appointment,”
  “No good thing will He withhold,”
From denials oft we gather
  Treasures of His love untold.
Well He knows each broken purpose
  Leads to fuller, deeper trust,
And the end of all His dealings
  Proves our God is wise and just.

Disappointment – His appointment,”
  Lord, I take it, then, as such.
Like the clay in hands of potter,
  Yielding wholly to Thy touch.
All my life’s plan is Thy moulding,
  Not one single choice be mine;
Let me answer, unrepining –
  Father, “Not my will, but Thine.”

– E. L. Young
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“PRAISE YE THE LORD”

“And when he had consulted with the people, he
appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise
the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army,
and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for
ever. And when they began to sing and to praise, the
LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon,
Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah;
and they were smitten.” II Chr. 20:21-22.

When the singers, who were appointed, began to
sing and praise, the Lord set ambushments against the
enemy. It is truly amazing the things that are
accomplished through praise. Earlier in Verse 17 is a
most beautiful promise. “ye shall not need to fight in this
battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation
of the Lord with you.” How do we set ourselves? By
believing God’s Word and praising Him. If we are
entering a battle against the enemy, be it spiritual,
physical or mental, start to praise the Lord–Victory is
ours.

In Acts chapter sixteen, we find Paul and Silas in
prison, the inner prison or as we would say the most
secure part of the prison with their feet in stocks. At
midnight, Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises unto
God. The prisoners heard them. They heard and
believed. Suddenly there was a great earthquake and the
foundations of the prison were shaken. All the doors
were opened, and everyone’s bands were loosed. True
prayer and praise always brings the victory. Victory is
ours and is yours. Begin to pray and praise the Lord, the
results may surprise you. Praise His precious name!

By R. E. M.
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BE STEADY
Jack Davis

“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown. Him that
overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of
my God…” Rev. 3:11-12a.

The Apostle Paul spoke in Philippians three, of
winning Christ. Here we read of crown winners. Those
that win Jesus Christ as their bridegroom will be crown
winners. These are they who are overcoming here and
now, and are thus being make pillars to stand and
uphold. This is an important part of being ready for our
Lord’s return. We overcome by holding to, and standing
fast for that which we’ve been given. Thankful hearts
appreciate that which has been committed to our trust.

A WINNING TRAIT
“But thanks be unto  God which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore,
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is
not in vain in the Lord” I Cor. 15:57-58.

It is scripturally evident that “steadfastness” is one
of the essential characteristics of an overcomer. If it is
required, it will be rewarded. In thankfulness for the
victory that God has given us through our Lord Jesus
Christ, we are urged to “STEADFASTNESS.” In
resurrection hope of  Christ’s return we are given a sure
and steadfast anchor for our souls Heb. 6:18-19, I am
impressed how strongly Paul encouraged it, and was
encouraged by the steadfastness of the brethren.
“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit ye like men, be
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strong” I Cor. 16:13. “Therefore, brethren, we were
comforted over you in all our affliction and distress by
your faith: for now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.
For what thanks can we  render unto God again for you,
for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before
God: I Thess. 3:7-9. “For though I be absent in the flesh,
yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your
order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ” Col.
2:5. He was thus blessed by hearing of faithful soldiers
who could keep rank.

I think brother Paul sounds somewhat
disappointed and very lonely in II Tim. 4:10-16. He had
seen some departures, some removed to other fields,
responsibilites, others finish their course, and others like
Demas depart for selfish reasons. I am glad to hear him
sound a word of cheer in verses 17-18. I am reminded
of Psalm 142:3-5, “When my spirit was overwhelmed
within me, then thou knewest my path. In the way
wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me.
I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was
no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man
cared for my soul. I cried unto thee, O LORD: I said,
Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the
living.”

We understand that fuller partakership in Christ is
to be realized in continued steadfast confidence Heb.
3:14. Beloved the race is almost over. The battle is on,
and steadfastness in the faith is a necessity. “Only let
your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I
may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,
with one mind striving together for the faith of the
gospel” Phil. 1:27. Steadfast resistance of our adversary
is done in the faith I Pet. 5:9. It seems that most of
God’s people are painfully slow at learning where the
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strength for stability is found. We are enabled to stand
only as we are strong in the Lord and the power of His
might. We stand as our loins are girted about with truth
Eph. 6:10,14.

STEADY HANDS
Moses, sent Joshua out to fight against Amalck.

Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill
overlooking the battleground. Moses took the rod of God
in his hand and when he held it up Israel prevailed in
battle, but when he let it down Amalek prevailed. So
Aaron and Hur took a stone and put it under him, and
stayed up Moses’ hands on either side. Moses’ hands
were steady until the going down of the sun. Therefore
Joshua defeated Amalek Ex. 17:9-13. They who stand
for the whole counsel of God today also need their hands
upheld. Let us encourage each other for victory.

STAND IN YOUR PLACE
Judges 6-8 as a form of correction the Midianites

were allowed to prevail against Israel. Therefore the
Israelites were hiding in dens, and caves, and
strongholds. Their enemies destroyed their crops and left
them no sustenance. Israel being so greatly impoverished
cried unto the Lord. Then the Lord raised up Gideon,
who was not a self confident or self sufficient man. We
see God working in him to make him ready to stand.
This unlikely man was divinely prepared to lead to
glorious victory an unlikely band, with some very
unorthodox implements of warfare in their hands. Gideon
needed assurance for himself from the Lord, and he
faced though opposition at home. But then a multitude
of Midianites, and Amalekites and children of the east
gathered to lay siege against the in the valley of Jezreel.
When they did, the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon.
He blew the trumpet and gathered a goodly army after
him. This was an amazing feat in itself, yet Godeon
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needed further confirmation. God so graciously gave it,
with the fleece, and hearing of the dream and it’s
interpretation in the Midian camp.

Before they went to war God twice greatly reduced
Gideon’s army. First God had Gideon send home all those
that were “fearful and afraid.” God was going to use
those that would stand in the face of overwhelming odds.
(Paul urged “stand fast in one spirit…in nothing terrified
by your adversaries” Phil. 1:27). Gideon saw his army go
from twenty two thousand to ten thousand men. God
had the remaining men go down to the water to be
proven yet further. We must remember that this was a
most dangerous moment, there was a multitude ready to
attack. Those men that gave themselves to satisfying
their legitimate thirst and bowed themselves on their
knees to drink, were sent home. Satisfying their desire
seemed more important then the security of their people.
Those that lifted the water to their mouth were the three
hundred that remined. Those alert and erect would be
more quickly ready for battle. God chose those that
would stand. He used this test to close up the ranks. Now
spiritually speaking we stand best on our knees. We do
well to be alert to the times wherein we live.

Gideon and is men surrounded the camp of their
enemy by night armed with trumpets, pitchers, lamps
and faith in their God. “By faith they turned to fight the
armies of aliens” (Heb. 11:34). They were part of those
who through faith subdued kingdoms. When they blew
the trumpets brake the pitchers, and held forth the
lamps, and shouted the sword of the Lord and of Gideon.
“They stood every an in his place all the host ran
and cried and fled. Thus was Midian subdued
before the children of Israel.” Our Father records
such victories to encourage us to spiritual stability. We
each may be  used to strengthen the other and will be



20

rewarded for standing in our God-given place. Ezekiel
was called on the warn his people. “Ye have not gone
up into the gaps neither made up the hedge for the
house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the
Lord Eze. 13:5. “I sought for a man among them…but
found none.” Eze. 22:30.

WHO WILL STAND
There are those that make gaps, some are used

to fill them, and others that stand in them. If all went
off in different directions and left all responsibility behind
who would stay by the stuff? Neglect is easy, we can
make all kinds of excuses for being unfaithful, but our
Lord wants to make us pillars that stand and support.
When we are unfaithful, we make it more difficult for
others to fill the gap, covering more territory and taking
greater responsibility. This works good for those upon
whom it falls, but is not so beneficial for the slackers.
Thank God that in the times of falling away He widen His
pillars and raise up new ones. There are times we feel
weak, faint, unstable, anything but steadfast and
unmoveable. In those times we are learning to lean hard
upon Him who is our rock. He would be our stay, make
us steady, enable us to stand Rom. 14:4. David’s song
of praise when the Lord delivered him (Psa. 18:17-19)
“The Lord was my stay.” God delights to make any who
depend upon him, dependable. He is our firm support,
our upholder.

The love of Solomon’s life requested, “Stay me
with flagons.” In other words she expected him to
invigorate and sustain her as he poured on his
intoxicating love. That’s how we feel as we lean on the
bosom of our beloved. Apostle Paul said, “None of these
things moved me neither counted I my life dear unto
myself that I might finish my course with joy.” Soon we
may join him. Glory to God, think of that.
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SHARING TESTIMONIES

Charles Schlobohm
Missouri

Dear Glorious Gospel,
I would like to thank you for all the publications,

I have been reading these for years. I never throw them
out. When I get done, they go in a shelf, I have 4 shelves
in my bed room, my Bible study room.

I love my Bible, it is my guide to love, live and
be happy. God is my rock, by fortress and my guide.

I lost my wife six year ago from cancer. My son
takes me to church every Sunday and Wednesday night
as I don’t drive any more.

I do my Bible study at home every day. And I read
Glorious Gospel over and over, they never get old. I also
get Grace & Glory books every month as well.

I want to thank you for all my books to read.

Love in Christ Jesus,
Charles Schlobohm

/\

Jesus saves and keeps me
And He’s the one I’m waiting for,

Every day with Jesus,
Is sweeter than the day before.
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HAPPY
Happy we who rust in Jesus,
Sweet our portion is and sure;
When despair or doubt would seize us,
By His grace we shall endure,

Happy people,
Happy in His love secure!

God in love and mercy found us,
We are precious in His sight;
And though Satan’s host surround us,
They shall all be put to flight,

For our  Father
Keeps us safe by day and night.

Lo! Our Father never slumbers,
Ever watchful is His care’
We rely not on our numbers,
In His strength secure we are,

Sweet our portion
When the Father’s kindness share,

As the bird beneath her feathers
Guards the objects of her care,
So the Lord His children gathers,
Spreads His wings, and hides us there,

Thus protected,
All our foes we boldly dare.

– Unknown
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Think On These Things

Martha Wainright
Gladstone, Missouri

It is the Lord who supplies our needs – Spiritual,
physical, financial, emotional, mental, etc. Whatever
needs we have, and we have many, our entire well being
is dependent on the Lord. The unsaved person may think
that he is responsible for his own welfare and gives credit
to himself for the meeting of his needs and desires. We
can see God’s grace displayed to unbelievers in this by
the withholding of His judgment (at this time), when
men are taking credit and glory for their achievement.

Even as Christians, we may take God’s supplying of our
needs for granted. It is easy to glorify our job and our
own intellect and ability as the source of our income and
success. The Lord uses these things in our behalf, but the
thanks and glory should go to the Lord.

When we have needs and we pray about them, with
thankfulness to the Lord for His faithfulness in our behalf,
we need to be aware that the Lord may answer that
request and meet our need in a way that we would not
suspect. God is not a “methodist” – he does not answer
the same way each time. Some answers appear to be
miraculous, some answers are quick, some are long-
coming. The Important thing is to continue to “trust in
the Lord with all thine heart,” and “lean not to our own
understanding” -Proverbs 3:5. Feelings are deceiving, so
undependable. Our stability is in our Rock and Fortress
Christ Jesus – Psalm 31:3.
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In Matthew 8 we read of several physical needs, and the
Lord answered in different ways: Jesus spoke the word
and the centurion’s servant was healed – Verses 5-13.
Previously, Jesus had put forth His hand and touched
a leper. “Immediately his leprosy was cleansed – Verses
2-4. Again, it is recorded in verses 14-18, that Jesus
touched the hand of Peter’s Mother-in-law, and she
arose.

In Matthew 9 the Lord touched the eyes of two blind men
and their eyes were opened. So it is that sometimes we
need Jesus to speak to our heart, maybe another need
will necessitate a touch on the hand so to speak, and
then again maybe we need our eyes touched. This
implies Spiritual “doves” eyes to understand the working
of the Lord in our lives.

John tells us of a man born blind who was healed by the
Lord. What is unusual is that the Lord “spat on the
ground, and made clay of the spittle. He anointed the
eyes of the blind man with clay, then instructed him to
wash in the pool of Siloam. “He went his way therefore,
and washed, and came seeing.” This is not a lesson on
healing, but an illustration through scripture of how the
Lord works in a variety of ways to meet our needs. The
clay would speak of earthly things. Although the Lord
may use our jobs, people, etc., to meet needs, we should
ultimately worship the Lord as the blind man did, and
give Him the glory.

   Jesus my Savior, my Lord and my friend
   You’ll meet my needs ‘til this earthly life ends.
   We’re learning a lesson and test after test
   Reveals this great Truth – our need for you
   above all the rest.
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The Encouraging Word

“You are worthy, Our Lord and God, to receive glory and
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your
will they were created and have their being.”
Revelation 4:11

“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help. My help cometh from the LORD, which
made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be
moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.”
Psalm 121:1-3

“And after you have suffered a little while, the  God of
all grace – who imparts all blessing and favor – who has
called you to His (Own) eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will
Himself complete and make you what you ought to be,
established ground you - securely, strengthen (and settle)
you,” I Peter 5:10 Amp.

“Be devoted to one anther in love. Honor one another
above yourselves.” Romans 12:10

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do
flows from it.” Proverbs 4:23 NIV

Martha Wainright
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